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APRIL 10, 2015 

 

Michael Collins opened the April 8, 2015 meeting of the Board of Education with the pledge of allegiance 

and a moment of silence.  School Business Administrator Gary Barno presented a budget update and began 

with a review of the budget development process.  The District received more state aid than what was 

anticipated and Mr. Barno, Superintendent Macaluso and Board members acknowledged the grass roots 

effort of the PTSA and parents for writing to our legislators. As a result of an increase in state aid, the 

District will be able to reduce the reliance on the use of reserves to balance the budget, maintain or enhance 

existing programs while staying under the tax cap limit.  The overall budget will see a 3.11% increase with 

the majority of the increase in the area of instruction. The projected increase to the tax levy will be 1.8%. 

There will be three propositions presented to the voters on May 19. The first proposition is to approve the 

budget, the second proposition is the purchase of two new buses and the third proposition will be to 

reauthorize the capital reserve fund. The full budget presentation is available at: 

www.williamsoncentral.org/budget.  The next budget presentations will be made at the April 22 board 

meeting. A budget hearing along with a meet the candidate night is scheduled for May 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Williamson Middle School Cafeteria.  

 

Several parents and community members were in attendance to discuss what options the District would be 

willing to provide to students who will be opting out of the New York State testing.  President Michael 

Collins encouraged parents to attend the parent information night to be held on Thursday, April 9.  

 

Under Reports from Administrators, Kathryn Taylor, Middle School Assistant Principal, reported that the 

Student of the Month recognition for 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade students was held in the cafeteria with great success.  

Karen Hoody, Elementary School Assistant Principal reported that a summer Kindergarten – Grade 12 

reading program is in development. The goal of the program is to make it a community wide endeavor 

involving local organizations and businesses. Wanda Miller, Director of Pupil Personnel Services, 

highlighted the inclusion of all students at the High School Talent Show.  Kathryn Avery, Principal, High 

School, reported that spring sports, marching band and lots of student activities are underway at the High 

School.  She reported that at the first track meet of the season Tylea McCarthy-Walker broke the school’s 

high jump record. She also reported that she looks forward to the opportunity to restore the school to work 

program to the high school next year. Gary Barno, School Business Administrator, provided an update to the 

board on the ice and snow damage to the Middle and Elementary Schools.  He reported that he is working 

with our construction partners and the insurance company for a permanent solution to avoid future problems. 

Superintendent Macaluso reported that the opt-out contingency is much larger than in past years.  In an 

attempt to respond to parents’ concerns an information session will be held in the Middle School Auditorium 

on Thursday, April 9. He also reported that the legislative committee will continue its work to fully restore 

GEA funding. 

 

John Fulmer, Principal, Middle School and Kathryn Taylor, Middle School Assistant Principal, reviewed 

best practices for question development that is in use at the Middle School.  Good questions engage all 

students, teaches a student how to think for themselves and demonstrates connections to previous lessons. 

They reported that they are working with teachers in their building as well as with teachers across the district. 

Comments were made by the board and administrators that questions are moving away from the 

remembering information style questions into those that encourage creativity and innovation.  
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Under the Consent Agenda, the Board accepted the resignation of James Hofschneider, Transportation 

Supervisor and approved several substitutes, long-term substitutes and volunteers.  Other Consent Agenda 

items approved included the unpaid leave of absence for: 

• Adair Eodice, student aide, for April 17, 2015 and April 20, 2015 for a once in a lifetime opportunity 

• Staci Harrison, student aide, for May 19, 2015 to attend a field trip  

 
Under Old Business the board asked several questions regarding the tax cap and the projected tax levy. They 

also inquired about where programs and service may be restored based on the increase in state aid.  Board 

Trustee Patrick Wright provided the Board with an update to the 259 School Ballot Referendum. He reported 

that the petition has been presented to the District Clerk at the Williamson Central School District and he 

continues to have discussion with community groups about the vote.  

 

Under New Business, the board approved an additional AFS student for the 2015-2016 school year and the 

Class of 2016 Senior Trip to Orlando, Florida on November 19-24, 2015.  The board confirmed the dates for 

the summer meetings and discussed proposed meeting dates for the 2015-2016 school year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


